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ABSTRACT

The history of intolerance, hate, the disparity lddded the country into volatile segments at a with each
other. The ‘freedom to express’ has become théctdrconjoint of words in Indian democracy. We dar@ed any colonial
force now to inject the spirit of disharmony sinicenically we are the creators of this disharmony abundance.
The politics of religion, race, and region has liméited into the education system also, findinglttawith what is taught.
In this time of siege, there is a need for weediogthe restrictors of India’s progress. There isi@ed for making the

democratic space more spacious, my removing theaclements of casteism, regionalism, and religion.
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INRODUCTION

Born in 1954 in Coimbatore, India, Githa Harihamgmew up in Bombay and Manila. After completing her
education in these two cities and in the UnitedeStahe became a renowned author and activist atingdor the rights
of women. Her published work includes novels, shatdries, essays, newspaper articles, and coluBims.won the
Commonwealth Writers' Prize in 1993 for her fireval, The Thousand Faces of Night (1992). The GhokYasu Master
(1994), When Dreams Travel (1999), In Times of 8i€g003), and Fugitive Histose(2009) are her other novels.

Her collection of essayflmost Home: Cities and Other Places, was published in 2014.She has authored a coltectio
of short stories under the title The Art of Dyingbtished in 1993 and a book of stories for childfBime Winning Team, in

2004. She has also edited a volume of stories gligintranslation from four major South Indian laagesA Southern
Harvest (1993), co-edited a collection of stories for dhéin,Sorry, Best Friend! (1997), and a collection of essays

entitledFrom India to Palestine: Essays in Solidarity (2014).

INDIA IN THE TIMES OF SIEGE

Hariharan by way of her novéh Times of Sieg€2002) has portrayed India choked up with the idéa

fundamentalism, spite, and mistrust. She has dsedvord ‘siege’ in the title of the novel which mphorically refers to
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the whole world at war and realistically to inciteinf unrest in contemporary India. Whether it isaae of 9/11 terrorist
attack in Mumbai, Babri Masjid demolition in 199Gpdhra riots in 2002 everywhere India seems to waibhg in the
flames of communal unrest. At this time she mediatéth her narrative to act as a mouthpiece to thisanthropic
existence in India. In her article “New Voices: N&hallenges”, she views her role as both a comn@néand a writer,

she describes:

“The writer has to articulate not only the bewilchemt and pain of those who live through times efsi she has
to also look at the personal costs, the little $eand confusions, all the petty but real backgdoagainst which
an ordinary person is forced into becoming somé @thero” simply by standing up and saying, “l'against
the Emergency” or “The Babri Masjid is part of ewéndian’s heritage” or “what happened in Gujarabgd
never happen again” (2004: 11).

There is an indicative intolerance shown towardshhsic right of freedom of thought and expressidrere is a
territory within a territory narrowing the spaceflatter the wings of freedom. Even Hariharan hasetand again referred
to the shrinking spaces in her articles and inésvgi These shrinking spaces referred are not ttexnexk geographical
boundaries but are actually the psychological spatke psychological spaces are suffocated wittatfgelong orthodox
and stereotypic doctrines. These doctrines areewdcrelics which have survived in our ‘collectivaconscious’.
M. H Abrams explains the traces of past practiges ethics as our ‘collective unconscious’AnGlossary of Literary
Terms(1999). He illustrates:

“the “primordial images”, the "psychic residue"repeated patterns of common human experienceeitivibs of
our very ancient ancestors which, survive in thalléctive unconscious" of the human race and apeessed in

myths, religion, dreams and private fantasies, elsag in works of literature” (Abrams,13)

In Times of Siegeeflects contemporary India obsessed with the tredongingness to region, religion and race.
This obsession leads to regional, communal, andlraars. The battlefield for such conflicts andrsvaan be the
workplace, residential areas or in recent timessti@al networking channels/websites also. Théngettf the novel is an
open space, a university. This open space is assumde a reservoir of knowledge, rationality, wgland ethics.
At this place, the disagreement and agreementadio @ther’s point of views co-exist naturally. Butien the caste, creed,
color, gender, language and minority are the ptigehgents for disagreements then, chaos, disteghaand siege are
expected. The incidents in the novel sarcasticatlysent the sorry state of the contemporary wdtldeflects how
stagnant, hollow and self-engulfing is the socélp of the present times. The narrative refleciiomore of black/dark
humours which in the words of M. H Abrams “occunssitiric works whose butt is what the author coreeto be the

widespread contemporary condition of social cryéftgnity, or chaos.”(Abrams, 278).

SHRINKING SPACES

Githa Hariharan in one of her interaction Lal, Rrerma, “Our Spaces are shrinking all the tinha’s expressed

the reason for writing the narratite Times of Sieg&he states:

“When writing In Times of Siegd felt compelled to take the most direct approaghilable to a writer: to meet
what we are living through head on and turn it ifiction. The landscape is far from "invented" dathe ideas

and emotions are equally real and contemporaret@ie World, 21/03/03).

NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent ¢glitor@impactjournals.us




| Githa Hariharan’s in Times of Siege: A Realistic Payal of Intolerant India 21 |

Shiv, a Professor of History is caught up in a oordrsy over his lesson on 12th-century poet asthboeformer
Basava. Since it hurts the sentiments of the Himdtchdog group ‘Ithihas Surksha Manch’, they fiadlf with Shiv for
his intentional distortion of Indian medieval histand demand an apology. Shiv laments on the isgbssibjectivity of

history by the so-called protectors of history, vare rather the uneducated goons propagating ¢israti

“...some crazy group has got hold of a lesson | wfotehe medieval history course...they are objectmghe
fact that | have not made the heroes heroic encaugth that | have made the villains too villainosany rate,
they claim the lesson distorts history, It seerhave not sung enough of a paean to the glory odiiHkingdoms;
and that | make too much of caste divisions amomgllis... ‘The group is called the Itihas Surakshanih.
The protection of history! Whoever heard of histbaving to be protected?’ TS, 55)

The professor neither apologizes nor withdrawslégson. His lesson is sent to a Review Committek has
resignation is evident. The Manch President ane VAcesident call for the revival of Hindu couraffean anonymous

letter written to Professor Shiv Murthy, the righitag Hindu supporters even ask Shiv to shift toiftak.

“It is a tragedy that an educated person like ylmaugd indulge in ignorant and unpatriotic acts.. duywant to
rewrite Indian history with our Hindu saints as esds and failures in exile, why not go to Pakisaad do it?

They will welcome you and give you all attentiordapraise you are desperate fdl'$, 7)

Shiv is totally shattered that how one’s existehoee, and respect for one’s country is decidedhayill-gotten
fundamentalists,. On the other side, eminent Leltistorians condemn the acts of KGU and launclir tiight against
Hindu organizations. ldeological war runs in newmya on the ‘discrimination and biased approactthef leftist
historians’ especially in a letter to the editofuron. An intellectual lobby of secular interest asrout openly in support

of Shiv. An old historian Amir Quereshi, puts hjgimon as :

“The nationalism practiced by these sullen, resgnthtolerant men is very different from natiorsai of the

freedom struggle. This new brand of nationalismménstrous."(TS,133)

At the KGU campus, a mob tries to attack Shiv, hisdcolleague Menon luckily saves him but hisagfroom is

totally vandalized.

“A shower of glass, a flying chair, paper confeitis room, his books, stripped naked. A sulliedcplano longer
anyone’s refuge. His room has been pushed to aardsrtand. Like other disputed structures, it hésch on the
door. All it takes, it appears, is a simple lititeck to keep the history safe...There are torn bomkerywhere,
cupboard and files mouth-opened and in shambl@gsmBle of crumpled paper. His nameplate is on therfin a

heap of little pieces, like a jigsaw puzzle thall weed patience and imagination to put togethairag( 1TS 130-

31)

As a consequence, the fight between the Leftiststhe Right wing intensifies. Shiv receives magtyelrs from
Manch sympathizers. He also receives a life thtedtis wife and daughter from an anonymous caligr.gets many
newspaper clippings, and letters to the editorgatitg against his distortion of a historical fdct.reply, some like-
minded people assemble to plan for a public meetimya rally. Shiv, a common man who had alwaysaeed contented
with his silent life and had never confronted widhyone becomes a reason for a war-like situatiothén country.

Through him, Hariharan portrays how even ‘the a@usj silent, middle class’ voices will be raisedidg the times of
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siege. In her * Acknowledgements’ offered in thevglp Hariharan call$n Times of Siegas a work of fiction but still, it

has a semblance of ignorance, prejudice, anceirgote prevalent in real life. She says:

“...In Times of Sieges a work of fiction. It has used a variety of stes to imagine a life of Basava in a way
meaningful of our times. Any resemblance to redhiidluals, places, and events is purely coincidefiitae same,

alas, cannot be said for the resemblance to rfeailgihorance, prejudice or bigotry[TS206)
CONCLUSIONS

To conclude]n Times of Siegis an attack on the age-long practice of dividimdjia on the basis of region, race,
and religions. The politically motivated fundamdista even don’t spare the sacred institutes otation. Looking back
into the history, it can be observed that nothimg lshanged in the present as well. India has bedotokerant and
suffocated and the writers like Githa Hariharanadtes for the freedom of speech and expressiorusByg her pen
instead of the sword has fearlessly presenteddhd for isolating education from the pressure ¢aaif race, region, and

religion.
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